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Safeway Opens at Anthem at Merrill Ranch
By Pam Gilchrist

The new Safeway at Anthem at Merrill Ranch opened its doors on Friday, October 5.  A day earlier, residents and 
employees turned out for a ribbon cutting ceremony and a sneak preview of the new store.  The Honorable Thomas J. 
Rankin, mayor of the town of Florence, greeted the store’s employees by exclaiming, “Thank God you’re here!!”  The 
new Safeway is the first major grocer in 
Florence.  According to Safeway Director 
of Public Affairs Nikki Daly, Mayor Rankin 
played a key part in the arrival of Safeway 
to the area as he had been actively soliciting 
grocery stores for the area.  As part of the 
ribbon cutting ceremony, Mayor Rankin 
encouraged the Safeway employees to make 
the new store the best in the state.

Also on hand for the ceremony was Store 
Manager Jimmy Seaver, an Anthem resident.  
Seaver presented Anthem K-8 a check for 
$1,000 on behalf of the Safeway Foundation. 

Safeway at Anthem at Merrill Ranch is a 
55,000 square foot supermarket that features 
a full service deli, a pharmacy, an in-store 
branch of US Bank, a Starbucks, and a fuel 
station.

Nikki Daly is excited about bringing 
Safeway to Florence.  “We are very happy to 
be in this community,” she said.  “Everyone 
in the town has been great.”  Crystal 
Patriarche, Pulte Homes Public Relations, 
noted the importance of the store’s opening.
“It was very important to Pulte that the 
grocery store opened within the first year 
that residents are moving into Anthem,” she 
said.  “It’s a significant milestone.”

Ribbon cutting--left to right Susan Mudd-Powell (Safe-
way VP of Marketing), Frank Conley (VP of Finance), 
Frank Cannistra (VP of Retail Operations), Jimmy 
Seaver (Store Manager), Mayor Rankin, and Dave 
Spenser (District Manager).

Mosaic
Church
Holds
Services at 
Anthem
K-8 School
by Cheri DeBree

Just a few short months 
�C�I�Q���Y�G���D�G�I�C�P���Q�W�T���•�T�U�V��
services at the Anthem 
K-8 School on Sundays 
at 10am and we are 

already enjoying God’s blessings. We are growing quickly, 
and each week people are coming to know Jesus as a 
personal Savior. It is exciting to see God’s hand working in 
our new church.

Mosaic Church, a Church of the Nazarene, is a community 
church dedicated to leading people closer to Jesus Christ, 
providing a loving place to seek and discover God, wher-
ever a person may be in his or her journey. This discovery 
is further enriched by authentically experiencing the Holy 
Spirit through worship, the arts, and true caring fellowship.
Mosaic Church is a place anyone can encounter God’s love, 
what we call Genuine Love.  This love is best expressed 
within small groups where the Word of God is studied, and 
meaningful, supportive relationships are formed.

The unity that grows from sharing our lives strengthens 
and enables us to reach out in service to our community 
and the world - to serve among the poor and imprisoned, 
through mission and outreach. We have had numerous 
successful outreach events and plan more in the near future. 
Children’s Ministries, Nursery and Student Ministries have 
begun with a gifted staff of people. We want to be a great 
place of love, acceptance and forgiveness to the people 
of Florence and her surrounding areas. We enjoy having 
�C���E�J�W�T�E�J���V�J�C�V���T�G�€�G�E�V�U���Q�W�T���E�Q�O�O�W�P�K�V�[�����1�W�T���F�Q�Q�T�U���C�T�G���Q�R�G�P��
to all in a blending of ages, races, and musical styles. We 
are striving to be a mosaic whose beauty and service is 
revealed in our diversity while serving our Maker.

�Q�9�Q�T�U�J�K�R�R�K�P�I���C�V���/�Q�U�C�K�E���%�J�W�T�E�J���Q�P���5�W�P�F�C�[�U���K�U���F�G�•�P�K�V�G�N�[��
a high point of my week. I feel comfortable being myself 
at Mosaic, free of expectations to be or act a certain way in 
order to be accepted. Nothing beats being able to share this 
experience with my neighbors!”- Rick Foss
“Thinking about Mosaic.... MOSAIC CHURCH: A Place 
For Meeting New People   Making New Friends, Meeting 
and Falling In Love With Jesus!” Dee Jones

Mosaic Church services meet at the Anthem K-8 School 
�Q�P���5�W�P�F�C�[�U���C�V�������C�O�����#�V�����C�O���Y�G���U�G�T�X�G���E�Q�H�H�G�G���C�P�F���O�W�H�•�P�U����
Children’s Ministry and Nursery are provided.

Mosaicmerrillranch.org
questions@mosaicmerrillrranch.org
Lead Pastor Kevin McGinnis’ Phone 480-452-4598
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THANK YOU SAFEWAY
Submitted by Larry Cline, Ed.D
Florence Unified School District

On Tuesday October 4, at the Grand Opening of the new Safeway Grocery in the northwest Florence area 
(Anthem), the store employees presented the Anthem K-8 School with a $1,000 donation to be used to enhance the 
learning and teaching process.  It was presented as demonstration of the commitment the Safeway Corporation has toward 
being a good corporate neighbor and the assurance that they are a partner in quality education for those in the Anthem 
area.

“We were so surprised and delighted to be singled out by Safeway to receive such a generous gift.  We will put it 
to good use and we thank them for their generosity,” said Ms Kathy Brown, Anthem K-8 Principal.

Anthem at Merrill 
Ranch Holds 2nd 
Annual Spooky 
Street Event
Join us Saturday, October 27th 
from 6 – 9 pm for Anthem’s 2nd 
Annual Spooky Street! Bring the 
family out to the Anthem Parkside 
model homes for safe trick-or-treat-
ing, games, bounce houses, great 
costumes, candy and lots of fun!

Anthem at Merrill Ranch 
Hosts 1st Annual Veteran’s 
Day Celebration
On Saturday, November 10th from 2 – 6:30 pm, the An-
them at Merrill Ranch community will be buzzing with 
activities for the whole family to remember all those who 
have served our country in the military. The event will be 
kicked off with the 1st Annual Anthem Veterans Day 5K/1-
mile fun run around the community. Bring the kids out for 
a day of fun, including sports competitions, carnival games, 
bounce houses, face painting and much more. And don’t 
forget to enjoy a mouth-watering barbecue, great music, an 
honorary ceremony and dance recital, all topped off with an 
�G�X�G�P�K�P�I���F�K�U�R�N�C�[���Q�H���•�T�G�Y�Q�T�M�U��Anthem Merrill Ranch Holds 

First Annual Free Community 
Health Fair
By Cheri DeBree
     Another successful event for Anthem at Merrill Ranch.  On 
Saturday, October 13, Anthem at Merrill Ranch held a free 
health fair with multiple vendors, free classes, free informa-
tion, and even free lunch all inside the 5 star resort–like setting 
of the Sun City Community Center.  Many Anthem residents 
came out for the great seminars, cooking demonstrations, and 
free lunch…oh, I already mentioned that!
�����������6�J�G���D�C�N�N�T�Q�Q�O���Y�C�U���•�N�N�G�F���Y�K�V�J���O�W�N�V�K�R�N�G���X�G�P�F�Q�T�U���K�P���V�J�G���J�G�C�N�V�J��
�C�P�F���Y�G�N�N�P�G�U�U���•�G�N�F�U�����6�J�G���#�T�V���/�Q�N�N�G�P���(�N�W���5�J�Q�V���%�N�K�P�K�E���Y�C�U���Q�P�G��
of the more popular attractions at the health fair, with nine 
people standing in line before the doors even opened.  Bill 

�.�C�Y�U�Q�P�����T�G�U�K�F�G�P�V���Q�H���5�W�P���%�K�V�[�����N�Q�Q�M�U���C�V���J�K�U���€�W���U�J�Q�V���G�X�G�T�[���[�G�C�T��
�C�U���C���Q���������������K�P�U�W�T�C�P�E�G���R�Q�N�K�E�[�R���C�P�F���Y�C�U���Q�P�G���Q�H���V�J�G���•�T�U�V���K�P���N�K�P�G��
to receive his.  No lollipops for these folks, they were glad to 
sign up, get in line, and receive their shot.  Toni Reinert, also 
�Q�H���5�W�P���%�K�V�[���C�P�F���Q�P�G���Q�H���V�J�G���•�T�U�V���K�P���N�K�P�G�����U�R�Q�M�G���Q�H���J�Q�Y���G�C�U�[���V�J�G��
process was and mentioned how pleased she was that Anthem 
sponsored the event.
     In and amongst all of these wonderful opportunities to 
learn about the importance of health and wellness, were many 
opportunities to meet new faces and make new friends, which 
should always be a big part of anyone’s plan for health and 
wellness.  Job well done to the staff and organizers of this 
informative event, we look forward to Anthem’s second an-
nual health fair.  And for those who did not make it out for the 
event, it is one not to miss next year.


